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(Kim et al., 2015; Marsh, Hau, & Kong, 
2002). In contrast, students struggle academ-
ically in English immersion classrooms with-
out any instructional modifications because 
they find it difficult to understand the teacher 
and to demonstrate their knowledge (DaSilva 
Iddlings, 2005; Gutiérrez, Baquedano-López, 
& Asato, 2001). A variant of English immer-
sion, structured English immersion provides 
appropriate supports to accommodate the 
needs of English language learners as they learn 
the language.

Recently, two-way immersion programs 
have been gaining popularity. These pro-
grams can start as early as preschool and 
usually run for about five years (through ele-
mentary school), but some continue through 
Grade 12 (Kim et al., 2015). Some recent 
research on two-way immersion (TWI) offers 
intriguing results:

•• In 3- and 4-year-olds, TWI improved the Spanish language skills of both the English 
language learners and monolingual children without any loss in English language skills 
(Barnett, Yarosz, Thomas, Jung, & Blanco, 2007).

•• English language learners and native English-speaking students who attended TWI 
programs since the early elementary grades showed oral language, reading, and writing 
proficiency in both languages in the upper elementary grades (Howard, Christian, & 
Genesee, 2004; Howard, Sugarman, & Christian, 2003; Perez, 2004). They also scored 
at or above grade level in reading and math in both languages in middle school (Collier &  
Thomas, 2004; Lindholm-Leary, 2001).

•• TWI programs have been successful in promoting positive attitudes toward school, 
especially among students from Hispanic backgrounds (Lindholm-Leary, 2001; 
Thomas & Collier, 2002).

Individual Differences in Language Acquisition
Typical language development varies considerably among young children in terms of the rate of 
acquisition and the style of acquiring words. Infants begin producing their first words at about 
8 to 18 months and telegraphic speech at about 18 months to 3 years. Around 18 months, 
children typically experience a “vocabulary spurt” where the rate of learning new words appears 
to speed up (Bloom, 1973; McMurray, 2007). Children between ages 1 and 2 typically develop 
a vocabulary of 20 to 170 words (de Boysson-Bardies, 1999; Morrow, 1989). However, there 
is a lot of variability in development, with some 2-year-olds knowing fewer than 10 words and 
others knowing as many as 668 words (Fenson et al., 1994).

One explanation may be the caregiver-infant interactions discussed earlier. Children whose 
parents speak longer utterances with more complex sentence structures acquire new words at a 
faster rate and produce more complex language than those whose parents speak shorter and less 
complex utterances (Hoff, 2003a; Hurtado et al., 2008; Huttenlocher, 2002). Research suggests 
that children from lower socioeconomic families hear fewer words and less complex language, 
leading to less-developed vocabularies and language skills (Fernald, Marchman, & Weisleder, 
2013; Huttenlocher et al., 2010). As a result of these experiences, children from lower socio-
economic backgrounds are more likely to have language delays as preschoolers (Nelson, Welsh, 
Vance Trup, & Greenberg, 2011; Roy & Chiat, 2013).

Two-Way Immersion. This bilingual instructional method leads to beneficial 
academic and nonacademic outcomes for native English speakers and 
English-language learners.
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